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CPSG 200 Science & Global Change Sophomore Colloquium 
“Search for Solutions” Team Project 

 
This semester includes a large team-based project and presentation. The theme is the “Search for Solutions”: 

specifically, how do we as individuals, communities, and/or societies address the causes or effects of global change. 

Some teams might examine possible different technological solutions to the issue: from as low-tech as biochar or 

improved irrigation to as high-tech as solar power satellites or fusion power. Others might examine issues of the 

management of wildlife, of agriculture, of development, or so on. Still others might examine public understanding 

and communication about specific issues of global change. 

 

The “Search for Solutions” project is your primary project for the semester. 

 

There are several steps for this project: 

• Team Formation & Topic Choice: Sign up on Google spreadsheet list (9/18) 
• Contract among members for responsibilities and duties (9/18) 
• Annotated Bibliography (10/2) 
• Platform presentation in class (10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20) 
• Peer Evaluations (11/20) 

 

The first one is forming your teams: 

 

STEP ONE—Team Formation & Topic Choice:  Form a team of three (3) people (although one or two groups may 

have to have 4 people for logistical reasons: this will be announced in class). We are giving you the option of 

creating your own teams, but you have to do so quickly (i.e., before class time September 18) and properly (i.e., it is 

three people). Those students who do not assemble a team before hand will be randomly assigned in one in class. 

Everyone in the team must do SOME comparable job (although you will likely divvy up the jobs: more about that 

below). 

 

Choose your teams wisely: everyone is expected to contribute to the team, and for some parts of the project 

everyone gets the same grade that item. If someone slacks off or screws up, you all get penalized. Also, there will be 

peer evaluations of the team by the other team members: if you are a slacker, the teammates you let down will have 

their say! 

 

As you sign up, you can choose to claim one of the topics already listed. Alternatively, you can write in a new topic 

of your choice: we will respond within the week with an approval, suggested refinement, or rejection of your topic.  

 

If you wish to choose your own unlisted topic it must fit certain criteria. The first is that it is a unique topic for the 

class: no two teams get to do the same topic. This will be “first come, first served”, so there is an incentive to getting 

your proposal in early. 

 



Name:      

 

2 

The second is that it is an adequate topic: that is, that there is enough material out there for you to fairly evaluate 

the subject. Something for which there is only one press release from one company hawking this solution would not 

be adequate, for instance. This requires you to do some preliminary research on the field before submitting your 

proposal. 

 

The topics already listed on the spreadsheet obviously fit our requirements; indeed, we would really like to see all of 

these covered by a team. But some of you may be interested in a topic not listed. If so, consider what goals are in the 

presentation: 

• A description of the proposed solution 

• How it works (generally, the science behind it) 

• How it addresses global change issues. Either: 

o How does it make our technologies/communities/societies more resilient; or 

o How does it reduce our impact on the world around us 

• What is required to accomplish it (in both the broad and the literal sense, what does it cost?) 

• What are some criticisms of doing it? (For example, is it cost effective? Does doing it actually have 

negative environmental factors, and if so do these outweigh its benefits? Etc.) 

• Has it already been implemented somewhere, and if so has it worked? 

 

You will be doing a five-to-eight minute platform presentation, about this subject, so consider if there is sufficient 

material out there to justify a presentation of this length. 

 

STEP TWO—Contract: You will need to have a contract signed and agreed upon by all members of the team that 

includes contact information and the duties of each person. Make one copy for every team member to keep, plus a 

signed version turned into the TAs on September 18 

 

STEP THREE—Annotated Bibliography: You should have done some research, if only on wikis and news articles 

and blog posts, prior to submitting your proposal. After your proposal is approved, its time to get some serious 

research done. All data in your presentation MUST be referenced. (After all, it is almost certainly not the case that 

you are doing experiments or cost/benefit analyses and the like to develop the information you are describing: 

instead, you are reporting the results of your research.) Trace your data back as far as possible to the original 

source: we don’t want to see Wikipedia as a reference!!!! (Wikipedia is a great place to start, but follow the links on 

Wikipedia to find where they got their information, and cite the original source, not Wikipedia!) 

 

By start of class on October 2 each student must post on ELMS a bibliographic reference with annotations. Each 

team member has to turn in a separate distinct reference. It must be as close to the original source as possible: for 

instance, a blog post or news item about a particular scientific research paper won’t do, but the scientific research 

paper itself would. However, items other than scientific research papers might do: they might be news articles about 
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a relevant topic; review papers; polls; even press releases or blog posts if these are original works and not simply 

retelling some other person’s work. 

 

Each student in the team must post a separate unique item from the other team members, so you must coordinate. 

 

Your post must include: 

• Citation of the article in proper SGC style: http://www.geol.umd.edu/sgc/resources/biblio.html 

• URL of the online version of the item 

• A brief restatement/summary in your own words of what the article says. 

 

STEP FOUR—Presenting your Platform Presentation: On October 30 & November 6, 13 & 20 we will have several 

teams present the results of their research in class. This will be in the form of a platform (PowerPoint) presentation. 

The order of which teams will present on which day will be determined by Holtz and Merck, and based on creating 

themes out of the various topics you selected. 

 

Plan for 6-8 minutes of presentation time, and NO LONGER. The topics should generally follow this structure: 

• Overview of the topic (e.g., what benefit is it supposed to provide to mitigate against or help deal with 

anthropogenic climate change; what your survey was designed to test; etc.) 

• Science behind the topic (e.g., how is it supposed to work; how would it be deployed; etc.) 

• Criticisms of the topic (i.e., potential drawbacks and weaknesses; projected costs of deploying the topic; 

but also responses if appropriate to these criticisms, etc.) 

• Summary 

But feel free to show your creativity. Feel free to examine the following online resources for suggestions on 

effective PowerPoint Presentations: 

http://communication.howstuffworks.com/effective-powerpoint-presentations.htm 
http://www.lifehack.org/articles/technology/10-tips-for-more-effective-
powerpoint-presentations.html 
http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/powerpoint.html 

 

We definitely recommend practicing this among your group several times before your presentations.  

 

NOTE on use of videos: The point of the presentation is that YOU (the students) are presenting the work, not other 

people. Therefore, you may have no more than 1 min of video total in your presentation, or your presentation grade 

will suffer. In general, if you use video you MUST redub it with your own narration. (The rare alternative is if you 

are talking about, for instance, misconceptions in the media and you have a short clip of a person from a news 

broadcast speak in their own words. You are still limited to the 1 minute total!). [There is no obligation to use 

videos, however.] 
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The due date for the presentation is based on the topic. 

 

See the grading rubric on ELMS for grading details. 

 

STEP FIVE—Peer Evaluation: This online form will be completed individually from each member; it is your 

personal assessment of the contributions of the other members of the team. Please complete this by classtime 

November 20. 


