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CPSG 100 Science & Global Change First Year Colloquium I 
Metro Scavenger Hunt 

DUE: September 12, 2017 
 

The exercise has three purposes: to familiarize students with the Washington Metrorail (subway) System; to 

introduce them to various opportunities in downtown Washington, D.C.; and to encourage them to learn a little more 

about each other. 

 

You can most easily reach the College Park Metro Station by the free shuttle (the 104 College Park Metro Station 

bus), which you pick up near Stamp Student Union or at various other points on the campus 

(http://www.transportation.umd.edu/shuttle/schedules/current/104_CPM.pdf). In order to use the Metrorail System, 

you will need a SmartTrip Card. It is a plastic card (something like a credit card) which you can add new money to 

over time. You can read more about them at http://www.wmata.com/fares/smartrip/ You can buy them online from 

http://www.wmata.com/fares/purchase/passes.cfm, or at the Station itself. 

 

Some quick aspects of the Metrorail system: 

• Your SmarTrip gets scanned when you enter the system and again when you leave it. There is no charge for 

transferring between lines. 

• Metrorail is very democratic: one person, one card. Unlike the systems in some other cities, you aren’t 

allowed to swipe multiple people through the same card. 

 

The list below details the stops you will have to make for your scavenger hunt, as well as the means by which you 

will verify your presence at these locations. Choose at least three stops from each of the first three category (A), 

and two from the last category B) (that is, three Mall museums; and two other stops). We’ve suggested the Metro 

station(s) nearest each stop for some of the specific locations. Often you’ll be able to find more than one location 

near the same station. Admission charges if any are noted in italicized underlined bold: we don’t want people to pay 

for entry to a place they won’t be able to spend much time at, but should you want to go in, feel free. HELPFUL 

NOTE: Every station displays local area maps. Use these to find nearby sites. 

 

The primary task is to go in your assigned group to the various site options listed and document your presence there 

(by various means given for each site). Throughout, your “Verification” can come in multiple forms. They might 

involve writing down some information, picking up some printed material, or a digital photograph showing your 

team members at the site. If you choose to use the photograph method to verify an item, you need to send them to us 

electronically. In order to do this: 

• Email (or the Inbox email system of ELMS) to send them as Attachments to Thomas Holtz 

(tholtz@umd.edu) and the TAs Sydney Pavelik (spavelik@terpmail.umd.edu) and Maggie Sauber 
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(msauber@umd.edu). Please list in the body of the message the names (including the last names!) of all 

the members of your group. Just one person in your group should send us all the pictures. 

NOTE: these photographs may be used on the SGC or Scholars websites! NOTE ALSO: many art museums do not 

allow you to photograph in their halls. Please follow those regulations! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: In addition to the group pictures, PLEASE make sure that a picture is taken of each member of 

the team individually while downtown in front of something interesting. You will use this as a submission on ELMS 

to confirm your participation, and you may choose to use these pictures later the semester in the construction of your 

Academic Portfolios. EACH AND EVERY student must upload a picture to ELMS. 

 

Also, you will be required to answer some questions as a group. So when you complete your project you will turn in 

the final pages of this document only (we don’t need all this preliminary stuff) with your written answers. If any of 

your Verifications require written information, please use the spot on the final pages for that. 

 

Three from Category A: Museums of the National Mall: The National Mall is lined by many museums, most 

(although not all) part of the Smithsonian Institution. Over the next few semesters we will visit several of these for 

Colloquium field trips. The Smithsonian museums are free (although sometimes there are special exhibits that 

require an additional fee.) 

 

NOTE: Although we've listed the closest Metro stops to each, the Mall is small enough that you might as well travel 

on foot once you are in the area. For example, the National Museum of American History is just next door to Natural 

History. 

 

Location Nearest Station(s) Verification 

National Museum of 

Natural History (free 

admission) 

Constitution Ave. between 

7th and 12th Sts. NW 

Archives/Navy Memorial (Green & 

Yellow Lines); Smithsonian 

(Orange & Blue Lines) 

• Choose any exhibit in any hall. Write 

down its name and one fact from it that at 

least one group member didn’t already 

know. 

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 
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National Museum of 

American History (free 

admission) 

National Mall at 14th Street 

and Constitution Avenue, 

NW 

Federal Triangle (Blue & Orange 

Lines), Smithsonian (Blue & 

Orange Lines) 

• Choose any exhibit in any hall. Write 

down its name and one fact from it that at 

least one group member didn’t already 

know. 

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 

National Gallery of Art 

(free admission) 

Constitution Ave. between 

7th and 4th Sts. NW 

Archives (Green & Yellow Lines) •  Find any painting or sculpture in the halls. 

Write down the name of the object, the 

artist, and the date created. 

National Gallery of Art 

Sculpture Garden (free 

admission) 

National Mall at 7th Street 

and Constitution Avenue 

NW, between the National 

Museum of Natural History 

and the National Gallery of 

Art 

Archives (Green & Yellow Lines) • Choose any sculpture. Write the name of 

the object, the artist, and the date created.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of sculpture. 

U.S. Botanic Gardens (free 

admission) 

Independence Ave. 

between 3rd and 1st Sts. 

SW 

Federal Center SW (Orange & Blue 

Lines) 

•  Find a plant display and write down the 

common name, scientific (Latin) name, and 

place of origin of that plant species. 

 

OR 

 

• Photograph of your team (except for the 

photographer) in front of a plant display. 
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National Air and Space 

Museum (free admission) 

Independence Ave. 

between 7th and 4th Sts. 

SW 

Federal Center SW (Orange & Blue 

Lines); L’Efant Plaza (Orange, 

Blue, Green & Yellow Lines) 

• Choose any exhibit in any hall. If the 

object is an aircraft or spacecraft, write 

down its name, date and country of origin, 

and function. If any other sort of exhibit, 

write down its name and one fact from it 

that at least one group member didn’t 

already know. 

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 

National Museum of the 

American Indian (free 

admission) 

Fourth Street & 

Independence Ave., S.W. 

L’Efant Plaza (Orange, Blue, Green 

& Yellow Lines) 

• Choose any exhibit in any hall. Write 

down its name and one fact from it that at 

least one group member didn’t already 

know. 

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 

Hirshorn Museum and 

Sculpture Garden (free 

admission) 

Independence Ave. at 7th 

St. SW 

L’Efant Plaza (Orange, Blue, Green 

& Yellow Lines); Smithsonian 

(Orange & Blue Lines) 

• Choose any painting or sculpture. Write 

the name of the object, the artist, and the 

date created.  (Psst! Check out Rodin’s 

Burghers of Calais in the sculpture garden, 

then ask Merck for his funny story.)  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 
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National Museum of 

African Art (free 

admission) 

Independence Ave. 

between 7th and 12th Sts. 

SW, behind Smithsonian 

Castle 

Smithsonian (Orange & Blue 

Lines) 

• Choose any painting or sculpture. Write 

the name of the object, the artist and/or 

country of origin, and the date created.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 

Freer Gallery of Art (free 

admission - Mostly Asian 

and Near Eastern art.) 

Independence Ave. at 12th 

St. SW 

Smithsonian (Orange & Blue 

Lines) 

• Choose any painting or sculpture. Write 

the name of the object, the artist and/or 

country of origin, and the date created. 

Arthur M. Sackler Gallery 

(free admission) 

Independence Ave. 

between 7th and 12th Sts. 

SW, behind Smithsonian 

Castle 

Smithsonian (Orange & Blue 

Lines) 

• Choose any painting or sculpture. Write 

the name of the object, the artist and/or 

country of origin, and the date created. 

Ripley Center (free 

admission – the 

underground office 

headquarters for the 

Smithsonian, but there are 

normally one or more 

exhibits going on as well) 

Smithsonian (Orange & Blue 

Lines) 

• Choose any object on display. Write the 

name of the object, the artist and/or country 

of origin, and the date created.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 

Arts & Industries Building 

(free admission) 

Independence Ave. 

between 7th and 12th Sts. 

SW, next to Smithsonian 

Castle 

 

[CURRENTLY CLOSED] 

Smithsonian (Orange & Blue 

Lines) 

• Choose any object on display. Write the 

name of the object, the artist and/or country 

of origin, and the date created.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of an exhibit. 
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National Archives Building 

(free admission) 

Constitution Avenue, NW, 

between 7th and 9th Sts. (a 

block off of the Mall) 

Archives/Navy Memorial (Green & 

Yellow Lines) 

• Choose any document on display. Write 

down the name of the document, its author, 

its date of creation, and its historical 

significance. 

 

Two from Category B (other). To help let you know that there are many other sites to see elsewhere in the city! In 

the list below, we give some specific locations, as well as general ones. You may do two general, two specific, or 

one of each. 

General Sites: 

Location Nearest Station(s) Verification 

Stop by any DC restaurant; 

eat if you want to 

Various.  Near the Capitol, check 

out Pennsylvania Ave SE.  Near 

Gallery Place, look for Chinatown 

just east of MCI center.  Otherwise, 

close eyes and point. 

• Bring back a take-out menu that has the 

restaurant’s address. 

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) at the restaurant 

Get some food at a food 

cart (hot dogs, egg rolls, 

whatever is your fancy) 

Lots of places (but even more so in 

the work week). 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) eating in front of the cart. 

A memorial statue, 

fountain, or other such 

structure 

All over town. Really. If you want a 

science-based one, sit on the lap of 

the giant-sized Albert Einstein at 

the National Academy of Sciences 

Building (Foggy Bottom-GWU 

Station (Blue or Orange), then 

south 7 blocks on 21st St to 2100 C 

St. N.W) 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of the 

statue/fountain/whatever AND digital 

photograph of the plaque explaining said 

piece of art 

A monument (NOT 

INCLUDING the 

Washington Monument) 

As with statues, these are all over 

town. Only they are bigger, more 

famous, and a HECK of a lot more 

popular (and thus, crowded). Please 

be conscious of your time if you 

choose one of these. 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of or at the 

monument 
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An historical plaque 

 

Given the importance of the city, 

lots of major events have happened 

here, and sometimes these events 

are commemorated by a plaque. 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of the plaque. 

A government building 

(e.g., the Capitol; the White 

House; offices of any of the 

various Departments; etc.) 

All over the central portion of the 

city. 

• Digital photo of your team (except for the 

photographer!) in front of or at the building. 

But PLEASE respect whatever security 

rules are in operation at the site!! 

 

Specific Sites: 

Location Nearest Station(s) Verification 

The National Mall Carousel Smithsonian (Orange & Blue Lines) • Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

front of the carousel. (We’re not 

sure of the age restrictions, so 

we won’t require that you be 

riding the carousel when you 

take the picture!) 

Donald W. Reynolds 

Center/Smithsonian American 

Art Museum and National 

Portrait Gallery (free 

admission) 8th and F St. NW 

Metro Center (Orange or Blue Lines); exit via 

G and 11th Streets, and walk three blocks east 

to 8th Street NW 

• Choose any painting, 

photograph, sculpture, or other 

piece of art. Write the name of 

the object, the artist, and the date 

created. 

National Postal Museum (free 

admission) 

North Capitol St. at 

Massachusetts Ave NW 

Union Station (Red Line) • Choose any exhibit in any hall. 

Write down its name and one 

fact from it that at least one 

group member didn’t already 

know. 

The Textile Museum (free 

admission, but suggested 

donation of $5) 

2320 S St. NW 

DuPont Circle (Red Line): Leave station via Q 

Street exit. Walk north on Connecticut Ave. At 

its intersection with Florida Ave and S St, 

cross Florida Ave and go left. Take immediate 

right onto S St. Continue up S Street 2 long 

blocks to The Textile Museum on left 

• Choose any exhibit in any hall. 

Write down its name and one 

fact from it that at least one 

group member didn’t already 

know. 
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Folger Shakespeare Library 

(free admission) 

201 East Capitol St. SE 

[CLOSED SUNDAYS} 

Capitol South (Orange & Blue Lines): come up 

escalator and walk straight ahead toward the 

US Capitol on First St. for three blocks. Right 

on East Capitol St, go one block, and cross 

Second St; Union Station (Red Line): walk 

south toward US Capitol about three blocks on 

First St. Left on East Capitol Street, go one 

block, and cross Second St. 

• Choose any exhibit in any hall. 

Write down its name and one 

fact from it that at least one 

group member didn’t already 

know. 

National Building Museum 

(free admission, but 

suggested donation of $5) 

401 F St. NW 

Judiciary Square (Red Line) • Choose any exhibit in any hall. 

Write down its name and one 

fact from it that at least one 

group member didn’t already 

know.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

front of an exhibit. 

Corcoran Gallery of Art ($5) 

17th St. and New York Ave 

NW 

Farragut West (Orange & Blue Lines); 

Farragut North (Red Line).  Walk South on 

17th St past E. St. Museum is on right. 

• Choose any painting or 

sculpture. Write the name of the 

object, the artist and/or country 

of origin, and the date created. 

National Geographic 

Explorers Hall (free 

admission) 

17th and M St. NW 

Farragut North (Red Line).  Walk east on M St. 

past 15th. 

• Choose any exhibit in any hall. 

Write down its name and one 

fact from it that at least one 

group member didn’t already 

know.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

front of an exhibit. 
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The Library of Congress 

1st St SE and Independence 

Ave. (free admission) 

Federal Center SW (Orange & Blue Lines) • Any visitor brochure.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

the Library. 

Union Station (free 

admission) 

1st St NE at Massachusetts 

Ave. 

Union Station (Red Line) • Bring back a timetable for any 

train.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

the Station. 

John F Kennedy Center for 

the Performing Arts 

2700 F St. NW 

Foggy Bottom (Blue/Orange Line).  Either take 

the free shuttle from Foggy Bottom (24th St. 

side) or walk down New Hampshire Ave to the 

KC (10 min.) 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) at 

the Center 

Ford’s Theatre 

(511 10th Street, NW – 

between E and F Streets) 

 

Metro Center (Blue, Orange, Red Lines), 

Gallery Place, or Archives/Navy Memorial 

• Pick up a season brochure.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

front of the theatre. 

Arena Stage 

(1101 Sixth Street, SW) 

 

Waterfront-SEU station (Green Line) • Pick up a season brochure.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

front of the theatre 
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The Shakespeare Theatre 

(450 7th Street NW) 

Metro Center (Blue, Orange, Red Lines); 

Archives/Navy Memorial (Yellow and Green 

Lines); Gallery Place (Red, Yellow and Green 

Lines) 

• Pick up a season brochure.  

 

Or 

 

• Digital photo of your team 

(except for the photographer!) in 

front of the theatre. 

Renwick Gallery of Art (free 

admission) 

17th St. and Pennsylvania 

Ave NW 

Farragut West (Orange & Blue Lines); 

Farragut North (Red Line) Walk south on 17th 

St. to 17th and Pennsylvania Ave. 

• Choose any painting or 

sculpture. Write the name of the 

object, the artist and/or country 

of origin, and the date created. 
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METRO SCAVENGER HUNT 2016 – TURN IN THIS SHEET TO TA (1 Copy Per Team) 

Team Members: List all by first and last name: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Completed:       

 

Please answer all of the following questions: 

• Who in your group came from the furthest away to come to the University of Maryland, and where did they 

come from? 

 

 

• Who in your group came from the closest to the University of Maryland, and where did they come from? 

 

 

 

• Who in your group has been the farthest away from College Park (e.g., on vacation), and where were they? 

 

 

• List any students in your group who had parents who attended the University of Maryland: 

 

 

 

• List any students in your group who has siblings who attended (or are attending) the University of 

Maryland (and the number of said Terp siblings): 

 

 

 

• Do any members of your group play a team or individual sport? If so, who and what sport? 
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• Do any members of your group perform music? If so, who and what type of music? 

 

 

 

 

• Have any members of your group performed on stage (e.g., in drama or dance)? If so, who and what type of 

performance? 

 

 

 

 

• Have any members of your group been on TV, in the movies, or on YouTube? If so, who and in what TV 

show, movie, or YouTube video? 

 

 

 

 

 

Verifications: If you need to write down a verification rather than sending us a digital photo, please use the 

following space. If you need to turn in physical documentation, please attach it (staple or paper clip) to this page. 


