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Palaeomerycidae
● Early- Late Miocene

● Found in sites in Spain and China*

● Distinctions:

○ Ossicones

■ Pair of unbranched 

non-deciduous epiphyseal 

frontal appendages similar 

to those of giraffids; 

cylindrical to flattish in 

cross section

● Sexual dimorphism- ossicones - males 

had horns while females did not. 





Ampelomeryx
Where: Europe and China

When: Early Miocene - Late Miocene

Habitat: Open woodlands

Distinctive Features: Dentition and morphology 

of cranial appendages

Feeding/diet: ruminant herbivores; browsers



Germanomeryx 
Where: Europe as a terrestrial, ground dwelling 

organism. 

When: Langhian Stage during the Miocene Epoch. 

Habitat: Canopy folivore 

Distinctive Features: Larger upper canines with 

no p1. Short, rounded parieto-occipital 

appendages. 

Feeding/diet: Herbivore, browsers. 



Triceromeryx
Where: Europe

When: The middle Miocene epoch, 16.9—16.0 Ma

Habitat: subtropical forests, open woodlands 

Distinctive Features: Y-shaped occipital appendage 

with well-developed pedicle and cylindrical 

branches

Feeding/Diet: Leaves, Young branches and twigs, 

Fruits and possibly seeds, Shrubby vegetation



Tauromeryx
Where: North America 

When: Late Miocene (~11 to 5 million years ago)

Habitat: Open woodlands and grasslands

Distinctive Features: Had two pairs of horns 
covered in skin, adapted for fast running across 
open landscapes

Feeding/Diet: Herbivore – ate grasses and low 
shrubs, roaming plant-eater
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