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Why is Gunflint Chert considered important?

Paleoenvironment of Gunflint Chert[14]
Gunflint Chert, 1.88-Ga Lagerstatte preserves
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Thousands of tiny microfossils

l ranging in different shapes, like

stars, spheres, and filaments, were
found in these stromatolites.

the great oxygenation event

Precambrian microfossils from Gunflint Chert [12]

L W Background/Location:

Found through Northern Minnesota to
Northwestern Ontario, Canada. The area is a
iron ore deposit containing iron formations
that is now known to contain fossils dating

back to the Middle Precambrian era!”’ They are some of the oldest known

microfossils discovered, as well as

the most diverse communities of
fossils of the Precambrian.

Microfossils found at Gunflint Chert (2)
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The entire deposit is found through the

Map of Gunflint Range to Mesabi Range [6] Gunflint and Mesabi Range-




