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More than 10,000 fossil impressions, ranging from a few centimetres to nearly 2
meters 1n length, are readily visible for scientific study and supervised viewing
along the coastline of Mistaken Point. Mistaken Point got its name, incidentally,
from the difficulty of navigating in the treacherous waters surrounding the point;
over fifty ships are known to have been wrecked in the area. S. B. Misra, a
graduate student at the Memorial University of Newfoundland found the first
fossils there in 1967, triggering a surge of interest in and expeditions to the site.
Over the next few decades, the location gained recognition as an important
preserve of the Ediacaran biota, and 1t was established that the site contains the
oldest metazoan as well as ocean floor marine fossils in the world. The fossils
generally date to approximately 565 Ma. The area, comparable to South Austalia’s
Ediacaran Hills has been important in developing a more nuanced understanding of
the development of life in the Precambrian, as few of the organisms that
proliferated in this time survived into the Cambrian period. Ediacaran biota 1s
characterized by an ecology which, in a sense, centers itself around the mats of
organisms which lived and fed on the sea floor, comprised of the first multicellular
and structurally complex organisms that lived, the first animals. The earliest of
these have been found at Mistaken Point. Many other fossils from the site have
been found nowhere else 1n the world. The most common fossils found at the site
are rangeomorphs, frond like creatures which floated just above the sea floor.
Other important discoveries include the Charnia, Charniodiscus, and Bradgatia,
other organisms with a frond-like structure. On July 17, 2016, Mistaken Point was
declared as a Unesco Heritage site due to 1ts paleontological importance.
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